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Growing Perennials for the Society
After the success of the Plant Stall in the gazebo at the 2011 
Show we are looking to do even better in 2012. Success depends 
on having a good stock of perennials that are in flower. Are you 
willing to germinate seeds and then grow them on to large plants 
in time for the 2012 Show? These will be perennial flowering 
plants which will flower in their first year so that they are attractive 
on our Plant Stall.  The seeds will be supplied by the Society.  If 
you are willing to help with this scheme please email 
plantstall@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk or phone Phil on 
01204 300541
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Programme  2012
January 18 Talk
From Muck & Music to Stones & 
Roses

February 15 Talk
Madeira – An Island of Flowers

March 21 Talk
Garden Design

March 28
Annual Dinner

April 18 Talk
Herbs with Magic

May 16 Evening Visit
Waddow Lodge, Waddington

May 26 Spring Visit
Biddulph Grange, Staffordshire

June 20 Talk
Hanging Baskets

July 18 Talk
Carnivorous Plants

July 21 – 24
Garden holiday in South Wales

Aug 18
Annual Show

Sept 19 Talk
Annuals for the garden

Sept 29 Late Summer Outing
National Memorial Arboretum,
Nr. Lichfield

Oct 17 Talk
Vegetables, Living the Good Life

Nov 16
AGM, Seed Swap & Social 
Evening

Out and About in 2012
For this year's annual dinner we will be stepping into the 
warm and welcoming atmosphere of The Clog & Billycock, a 
150 year old pub full of Lancashire tradition, located in the 
picturesque village of Pleasington. 

Our evening visit will be to Waddow Lodge Garden, 
Clitheroe, The garden has many hundreds of plants 
including herbaceous perennials, grasses, old fashioned and 
modern roses and shrubs, heathers and rhododendrons, 
dwarf conifers and alpines plus shade loving perennials and 
bulbs along with fruit and vegetables in a new kitchen 
garden area.

For our 4-day holiday we are off to South Wales, staying 
at the Ivy Bush Royal Hotel, Carmarthen. Present plans 
include a visit to Dyffryn Botanic Gardens.  This garden has 
everything – formal lawns, fountains and pools, seasonal 
beds, trees, shrubs, rose garden, statuary, garden rooms, 
including Pompeian, Paved Court and Theatre gardens. Also 
planned is a visit to The National Botanic Garden of Wales, 
home to several important collections, 
both in the outside gardens, parkland 
and woods, and in the Great 
Glasshouse – the largest single-span 
glasshouse in the world, which holds 
collections of plants from 
Mediterranean climate areas in North 
and South America, Australia, and South Africa, as well as 
from the Mediterranean basin itself. To register interest call 
Phil on 01024 300541 or email

holiday@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk 



Winter Tips
1 Look at photos taken in spring, summer and autumn 

and use to plan for the future.

2 Hold on to prunings etc which may be useful to 
support perennials or peas etc next year.

3 Cover vulnerable crowns with bracken or bark to 
protect from frost.  Or – don’t cut down old foliage 
until spring so the higher stems ‘catch’ the frost.

4 Look at the garden carefully when ‘dead’ – how 
could it be improved for the winter?  More 
evergreens, heathers, graceful trees?

5 Check plants in books or on original labels for 
hardiness.  If hardiness is doubtful, take cuttings.

6 Consider outside lighting – bare branches and 
stems often look fabulous when lit, and the lighting 
cheers up dull days.

7 Feed and water birds safely away from places 
where cats can hide or sparrowhawks swoop in.  Feeders inside bush perimeter are often 
safer.

8 Don’t be too tidy – beneficial creatures often spend the winter hidden away.

9 Buy winter flowering or ‘doing’ plants in winter – you will see what you are getting.

10 Clean tools and equipment, service machinery and check age of seed packets.  Birds will 
probably appreciate the seeds too old for the next year.

11 Enjoy seed catalogues – and dream.

Seasonal eating: Vegetable Crumble

• 2 lb Mixed Vegetables. Any root veg. will do, carrots, 
parsnips, swede, etc.

• a few peas for colour if desired
• 1 lb potatoes     
• Tin condensed mushroom or asparagus soup 

Quantities are flexible and can be adjusted to suit 
requirements. 

Topping
2 slices of day old bread, 
crusts removed then 
made into breadcrumbs 
2oz Cheddar cheese, 
grated 

• Boil vegetables together until cooked. Drain and transfer vegetables to an oven-proof dish.
• Pour the soup over the vegetables.
• Mix the breadcrumbs and grated cheese together and spread evenly over the top of the 

vegetable mixture. 
• Bake for approx. 40 minutes until golden at Gas Mark 5, 375º Fahrenheit, 190º Celsius
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• Use silicon gel sachets (from 
presents etc) in the seed packets 
box to keep the atmosphere dry.

• Use paper from document shedder 
to add to compost heap.

• Save yogurt etc pots and the see-
through lids for sowing seeds. 
Make holes in the bottom first.

• Save rectangular fruit/vegetable 
trays to use as seed trays. (holes 
in bottom)

• Use ash from wood burning stoves 
on the garden before mulching.

• Use old tights and pop socks as ties 
throughout the garden, and to 
keep electric cables on mowers 
etc neatly coiled.



Advice From The Past

A walk through the gardening section of any bookshop or library will show that there is a huge market 
nowadays for books dispensing gardening advice.  However, this isn't a recent phenomenon.

One of the earliest in Europe was De Agri Cultura by Cato the Elder circa 160BC.  His advice on 
propagating fruit trees is not so very different from the RHS Growing Fruit handbook.

“To layer fruit and other trees: Press back into the ground the scions which spring up from the 
ground, but raise their tips out, so that they will take root; dig up at the proper time and transplant 
vertically. In this way you should propagate from the crown and transplant fig, olive, pomegranate, 
quince, wild quince, and all other fruits, Cyprian and Delphic laurel, plum, conjuglan myrtle, as well 
as white and black myrtle, Abellan and Praenestine nuts, and plane trees. Those which you wish to 
have planted more carefully should be planted in pots. To make them take root while on the tree, 
take a pot perforated at the bottom or a basket, run the shoot through it, fill the basket with earth, 
pack it, and leave it on the tree. When it is two years old cut off the tender branch below and plant 
along with the basket. By this method you can make any variety of tree take root firmly. Vines may 
also be layered by thrusting them through a basket, packing firmly with earth, cutting a year later, 
and planting along with the basket.”

More recent ones, from the nineteenth century, give us hints on raising young plants.  Here's a  tip to 
save you compost, taken from The Farm and Household Cyclopædia by F. Lupton, circa 1888

“For early melons or cucumbers many plant the seeds on inverted sods cut about four inches 
square. The sods are placed in a frame of any kind, and covered to the depth of half an inch with 
mellow, rich earth. The plants root firmly in these sods the same as they would in small flower pots, 
and may safely be transplanted as soon as the weather becomes settled and warm. For melons 
this is an excellent plan, since our seasons are scarcely long enough to ripen them before the cool 
nights of autumn, when the seeds are planted in the ground in the usual way.”

And when you have grown the young plants, here's a way of supporting them, taken from the same 
source:

“A New England farmer says: 'In my own gardening I have found a most satisfactory substitute for 
bean poles, which latter are not only expensive, but a source of trouble and care. I plant a 
sunflower seed by each hill of beans, the stock answering the same purpose as the ordinary bean 
pole, besides providing an excellent feed for my poultry. I have been using for this purpose a 
mammoth variety of sunflower seed, many of the flowers of which measured fifteen inches across 
the seed bed.'”

Or maybe you just want them to win a prize in the Horticultural 
Show? Here's a tip from the June 1918 edition of The Garden 
Magazine:

“Making Pumpkins Grow Fast.–A good way of hustling the growth 
of pumpkins, marrows, etc., is to feed the fruits with water. It is 
only needful to secure some pieces of round lamp wick. Holes 
are made in the stalk of the fruit and, into these, one end of the 
wick is inserted. The other end of the wick rests in a jar of water 
which is kept well supplied. The pumpkins grow at twice the rate 
they do normally and are ready for cutting much sooner. In this 
way the produce secured from the plant is largely increased. The 
plan is well worth following out”.–S. Leonard Bastin from: The 
Garden Magazine - June 1918

An old country rhyme goes 
like this:

Cut thistles in May,they 
grow in a day:

Cut them in June and 
that is too soon;

Cut them in July and 
then they die.



The Society at the Barlow Institute
Many of you will be aware that Blackburn with Darwen, like 
many local authorities, is withdrawing management and 
financial support for community centres in the borough. Barlow 
Institute was handed over to the Institute Trustees to manage 
and ultimately maintain at the beginning of December 2011.

Since all functions of the previously employed staff are being 
taken over by volunteers, it is perhaps inevitable that some 
difficulties will arise as people get used to their new roles; in 
addition, it may be some time before the Society, like all users 
of the Institute, can get a clear understanding of how the 
withdrawal of support and facilities will impact on both our 
regular meetings and major events such as the Annual Show.

Nevertheless, the committee is confident that the success of 
the Society in the last few years will continue under the new 
arrangements, and inconvenience to our loyal members will be 
kept to a minimum.

For more information about the society, go to:

www.edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk
or contact:

Chairman Barry Scanlon 01204 853152 chairman@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

Treasurer Phil Broughton 01204 300541 treasurer@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

Secretary Irene Spencer 01204 307897 secretary@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

Events Pat Whalley 01204 853444 events@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

Membership Carol Murphy 01204 307364 membership@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

Show David Spencer 01204 307897 show@edgworth-horticultural-society.co.uk

QUIZ: NAME THE TREE
1 Is found after a fire 9 Is the straightest

2 Is a means of punishment 10 Is the neatest

3 Is nearest the sea 11 Grieves most

4 Is a worn-out joke 12 Is older than most

5 Is often found in bottles 13 Is a carpenter's tool

6 Keeps a lady warm 14 Marks the advance of time

7 Does everyone carry this in his hand? 15 Is a body of water

8 Is a couple 16 Sighs and languishes

Answers at the bottom of the page
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• Cut down plastic milk cartons 
(those with a handle) to make 
scoops for use with compost, 
sand, grit etc (one per bag)

• Cut the bottom off pop or water 
bottles to make covers for pots of  
cuttings or seedlings, or to upend 
and push into soil for watering 
individual plants.

• Hang up old CDs near plants 
subject to the unwanted attention 
of birds.

• Split some hosepipe lengthwise 
and use to cover the hose on 
power washers – this prevents 
chafing and damage.

• Use an old round loo brush to 
clean inside plant pots.

 QUIZ  ANSWERS:
(1) Ash  (2) Birch  (3) Beech  (4) Chestnut  (5) Cork Oak  (6) Fir  (7) Palm   (8) Pear  (9) Plum  (10) Spruce   (11) Weeping Willow   (12) Elder  (13) Plane  (14) Date  
(15) Bay (16) Pine.
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